
Lansing School District Social Studies – 5th Grade  

Integrated U.S. History - Building upon the geography, civics and government, and economics concepts 
of the United States mastered in 4th grade and historical inquiry from earlier grades, the 5th grade 
expectations begin a more discipline-centered approach concentrating on the early history of the United 
States. Students begin their study of American history with Indigenous Peoples before the arrival of 
European explorers and conclude with the adoption of the Bill of Rights in 1791. Although the content 
expectations are organized by historical era, they build upon students’ understanding of the other social 
studies disciplines from earlier grades and require students to apply these concepts within the context of 
American history. 

Quarter Pacing Unit Open Book Project Chapter 

1 August - October Community Building - Classroom 
Constitution, Rules and Routines practiced. 
1-2 weeks 
 
1 – How Did Different People’s 
Perspectives Shape Their View of the 
World? 

2 – Three worlds meet 

2 November - January 2 – What Was the Impact of 
Colonization in North America? 
 
3 – How Did Different People’s 
Perspectives Shape Their Ideas 
About Farming, Working, Trade, 
Slavery, and Government? 

3 – Colonization and 
Settlement 
 
4 – Life in the Colonies 

3 February - March 4 – In the Years Before the American 
Revolution, Were the People in the 
Colonies “Patriots” or “Traitors”? 

5 – The road to revolution 

4 April - June 5 – Was the American Revolution 
Revolutionary? 
 
6 – How Do You Create a Successful 
Country? 

6 – The American revolution 
 
7 – A new nation 

 


