About the IB MYP
Eastern High School & Pattengill Middle School ~ IB MYP Candidate Schools

The staff at Pattengill Middle School and Eastern High School have identified some key points about the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IB MYP) to help you better understand this philosophy.

The IB MYP:
· Is for 6th – 10th graders.  The philosophy addresses the student as the main focus for sharing information.  Students grow through instruction in:  Language A (English), Language B (foreign language), Humanities (social studies), Technology, Mathematics, Arts (fine and performing arts), Sciences, and Physical Education.

· Connects subjects together.  Through Areas of Interaction (AOI), students apply their learning to situations involving the environment, health and social education, community and service, and human ingenuity.  All learning is viewed through the figurative lens of a “guiding question,” which allows students to apply the lessons to themselves, others, and the world in which they live.

· Meets Federal/State/Lansing School District standards and more.  The IB MYP challenges students to go beyond the basics and gain a deeper understanding of each subject.

· Is internationally focused.  It encourages students to recognize their roots, the cultures of others, and the common responsibility we all share to create a more peaceful and accepting world.

· Stresses the student.  IB MYP students collaborate about ideas, communicate efficiently, recognize the natural connection between subject areas, and notice the similarities in the subject matter as they progress from one year to the next.
· Has high standards.  IB MYP students are held to the same high standard worldwide.  Students in the U.S. and all other countries are assessed according to same subject-specific rubrics designed by the IB Organization.

· Requires a Personal Project.  IB MYP students must complete a Personal Project in the 10th grade.  Ideally, students develop their project ideas in 6th grade and, with the help of a mentor teacher, shape their project throughout the duration of the program.  Students choose topics based on their interests.

· Has a community service component.  Community service helps students recognize the needs of the community and the importance of their role within society.

· Meets the Lansing School District’s goals.  The IB MYP is about raising student achievement, stressing accountability, and fostering a positive attitude toward education.

· Is hands-on and collaborative.  The IB MYP stresses that learning occurs through “constant interaction and dialogue between students and teachers, rather than through a rigid, hierarchical structure.” (Adriana Alcantara 2008)
