[image: image2.jpg]PAGE 2

RJTV:

Lansing School
District Cable
Channel 21 is

preparing a half-hour
documentary on
Restorative Justi
The program features
faculty, students and
parents from Lansing
schools who have
used Restorative
Justice to resolve
conflicts for
themselves or others.
We will introduce the
program at the May
17 reception at Gone
Wired Café in
Lansing .
Special thanks to
Carol and George
Zimmermann for
lending their time and

talents to this effort!

" Restorative Justice in Grand Ledge'

We welcome Grand Ledge as the newest member of the Restorative Justice
community! In April, Christine Richardson began serving as Grand Ledge Restorative
Justice Practitioner. She is working with building and district administrators to incorpo-
rate Restorative Justice into the culture and practices at Grand Ledge High School, Saw-
don Alternative High School, Beagle Middle School and Hayes Middle School. Chris will
also continue to serve St. Michael School as needed.

Grand Ledge High School has used Restorative Justice on a limited basis
through Grand Ledge Police Officer, Cherie Anderson. Officer Anderson has worked
tirelessly to encourage Restorative Practices with the support of Police Chief, Marty
Underhill. She is delighted to be working with Chris in the Grand Ledge schools. “l am
excited to have the Restorative Justice process here. The conference process is people
coming from the heart. That's what it's all about.”

Like Officer Anderson, Chris Richardson will be based in Grand Ledge High
School. Contact her by calling 517.925.5350, or e-mail at richardsonc@glps.k|2.mi.us.

Updates Web Page and Training

The Restorative Justice program Restorative Justice Conferencing
has a webpage with reports, pictures Training is available May 21 and 22 from
and more! Visit us at https:// 8:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. in Room 325 of the
www.edline.net/pages/Lansing_SD/ Nisbet Building, 1407 S. Harrison Road,
Departments/Student_Services/ at Michigan State University, East Lansing.
Restopives liktics; Plagram The $100 registration fee includes

Yol can dlsoiaccess the webpage two full days of interactive training, a
by going through the Departments handbook, manual and lunch and snacks

listed on the Lansing School District for both days.

website; wwwlansingschoolsnet. Re: See our web site for more informa.
storative Justice is located under the 3
J tion! Register at 517.755.2814.

Student Services department.

Contact Information

The Lansing Restorative Justice  Jlispute Resolution Restorative justice
:rogrlam is |():art of thfecDispuTe Center of Program:
esolution Center of Central

ichioan: 519 W. Kalamazoo St.

Michigan, and is funded by Central Ml_chlgan. Lansing, MI 48933
229 N. Pine St. 4

grants from Capital Area United Lansing, MI 48933 Phone: (517) 755-2814
Way, Ingham Co. Juvenile Jus-  ppie. (5i7) 4852274 Fax: (517) 755-2809
tice Millage, the Lansing School Fax: (517) 485-1183 Email: lansingrjcen-
District, and Capital Region Email: dreem@tds.net ter@aol.com

Community Foundation.
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Artwork by MacKenzie Meyer,
a7th grader from MacDonald

Middle School

R) QUOTE
OF THE
MONTH:

“I learned
that you
don’t have
to like
somebody,
but you
have to
respect

them.”

-Pattengill
8th grade

student

Restorative Justice Is...

Restorative Justice is a peaceful conflict resolution process that brings to-
gether people who have caused harm with those who have been harmed. Some-
times it also engages other people affected by the misconduct or conflict, such as
parents, law enforcement officers or school officials.

The group sits together in a circle with a trained facilitator, talking and listen-
ing respectfully to examine the incident by answering three key questions:

I. What happened!
2. Who was affected and how!?
3. How do we heal the harm!

Participants develop an agreement for what they will do to heal the harm
and function peacefully in the same setting. The Restorative Justice facilitator
writes out the agreement in the participants’ own words and everyone signs the
agreement to signify they will honor it.

Restorative Justice primarily uses two tools to facilitate an agreement be-
tween the parties: Conferences and Circles.

A Conference is a formal, scripted process in which the facilitator guides
the group through an examination of the incident, asking a set of questions of
each participant individually. Conferences are used more often when parents are
involved or if the conflict or its consequences are severe.

A Circle is a nonscripted process in which the group comes together to ex-
plore the conflict or incident, answer the three Restorative Justice questions, and
develop a plan for moving forward. In the Lansing area schools, circles are usually
based on two rules.

|. We treat everyone with respect.
2. We speak only when we are holding the Talking Piece.

Over 80% of Lansing-area Restorative Justice meetings are held as circles.
They are proving themselves powerful proactive tools for preventing potential
conflict before it erupts and for building a sense of community and respect.

Restorative Justice Arts Initiative Reception
Saturday, May 17,2008, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Gone Wired Café, 2021 E. Michigan Avenue, Lansing

(elebrate students who have participated in Restorative Justice and the
AmeriCorps members who work with them in area schools!




