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Artwork by Stevena
Conklin, a Wainwright

ez Restorative Justice Is...

Restorative Justice is an approach to school discipline that gives every-

R] QUOTE one involved in a conflict a voice while holding those who have done harm re-
sponsible for their actions. It lets students explain what happened in their own
OF THE words and address how to heal the harm done while encouraging them to
MONTH: problem solve and develop relationships.

Restorative Justice:
e Holds Those Who Have Done Harm Accountable

“It Traditional “offend/suspend/reoffend” discipline sends away students who violate the
code of conduct, but doesn’t demand restoration. R] requires those who caused harm
[Restorative to stay in school or return sooner to face those affected by their actions and repair
the harm they caused.
JLIStiCG] helps e Gives Those Who Were Harmed a Voice
; Offenders and victims sit in a circle with their supporters to discuss what happened,
the fam"y of who was affected and how. Then together they craft an agreement for how they will

the victim t repair the damage and move forward.
gl = e Empowers All Parties Involved
see the !n t.:rafting this agreement, everyone involved defines what they neef:i to heal from the
incident. All participants agree to take the necessary actions to repair the harm.

offender as a
Restorative Justice gives students the skills to resolve conflicts peace-

[eliel] and fully, fostering safer schools and communities.

NOT a
monster” Elementary Initiative Announced

The Restorative Justice Program is excited to announce that we have
— Parent of a received a grant from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation for $26,500. This grant
victim. money will be used to help us implement R] in five elementary schools: Wain-
wright, Woodcreek, Pleasantview, Reo, and Wexford.

We strongly believe that by introducing restorative practices to elemen-
tary students and their families we will positively impact students’ attitudes and
academic and behavioral performance. Through granting us these funds, the W.
K. Kellogg Foundation has allowed us to begin creating safer learning communi-
ties that will propel these children and their families to achieve success in their
schools and society.

We are very excited for this opportunity and eager to bring Restorative
Justice to elementary students!
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Mark Your Calendar!
Artwork gathered
through “Arts for
RJ” will be on
display at Gone
Wired Café in
Lansing in the
beginning of May.
On Saturday, May
17th from Ilam-
Ipm there will be a
R] celebration to
honor the artwork.
The event will

include free snacks,

and treats for
students who
submitted artwo

and their parents

and guardians.

Save the date!

Annauncmg The RJ Webpage!

The Restorative Justice webpage is up and running!

Please visit

www.edline net/pages/Lansing_SD/Departments/Student_Services/Restorative_Justice_Program

o, S

You can also access the webpage by going through the Departments listed on the Lansing |
School District website, www.lansingschools.net. Restorative Justice is located under the |

Student Services department.

The webpage includes information about Restorative Justice and also features:

e Contacts — Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and schedules of Restorative Justice

practitioners.

e Participant Reactions — See what people are saying about using R}!

o Restorative Justice Results — See the statistics that speak for the success of R]. This

comes from data we have gathered since the pilot program in 2005.

e ArtsforR] -

Download the permission slip for students and their parents’ authoriza-

tion for artwork pertaining to Restorative Justice to be used in an art exhibit.

And much more!

Updates:

“Arts for RJ”

The “Arts for
RJ” initiative is in full
swing! Students who
have been a part of the
Restorative Justice proc-
ess are invited to submit
artwork that uses RJ as
the main theme. Any
type of art is welcome.

A release form for the
artwork to be displayed
must be signed by the
student who created the
art and their parent or
guardian. The form is
available on the RJ
webpage, as previously
mentioned, and art-
work can be submitted

(ontact Information

The Lansing Restorative Justice
Program is part of the Dispute
Resolution Center of Central
Michigan, and is funded by
grants from Capital Area
United Way, Ingham Co. Juve-
nile Justice Millage, the Lansing
School District, and Capital
Region Community Founda-
tion.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

Dispute Resolution Center
of Central Michigan:

229 N. Pine St.

Lansing, MI 48933

Phone: (517) 485-2274
Fax: (517) 485-1183
Email: dreem@tds.net

to the RJ practitioner in
your school. Displays
are being planned to
showcase the student
work in the schools as
well as in an art show
in May.

Restorative Justice
Program:

519 W. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48933
Phone: (517) 755-2814
Fax: (517) 755-2809
Email: lansingrjcen-
ter@aol.com
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