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It’s
Elementary:

Lansing School's
Restorative Justice
process has earned a
$25,000 grant from
the W. K. Kellogg
Foundation to
introduce restorative
practices —a peaceful
conflict resolution and
community-building
process— into five
elementary schools.
Those schools include
Pleasant View Magnet
School for the visual
arts, Woodcreek
Magnet School,
Wexford Community
School, Wainwright
Leadership Academy
and Reo Elementary.
This fall we will
introduce restorative
practices to the staffs,
students, and parents
of each of these
learning communities.
Watch for future
updates!

How can YOU use RJ?

In daily life:
Restorative Justice is easy to use with children at home and in other areas of

life outside school. R] helps children build empathy and feel empowered to make

things right after a conflict flares up or someone has been harmed. Restorative
practices promote good communication skills and a sense of equality among par-
ticipants which can lead to better connectedness and stronger ties.

In the event of a dispute:

Restorative practices are founded on respect for all members of a conflict. If

children in your life are having a conflict, bring the parties together and consider
asking the following questions in a calm, respectful voice:
I. What happened?
This neutral question opens discussion better than “VWhat did you do?”
which can imply you've already judged the situation. Stay open to their de-
scription and encourage them to give you the full story.

2. Who was affected and how?

This invites them to consider how their actions have impacted not only those

children in the conflict, but also the people around them. Don’t be afraid to
say how you've been affected too!

3. How do you (we) make things right?

Once the children have identified what led to the conflict and how it has af-
fected others, they have the tools to recognize how they can make it right.
Encourage them to identify the steps and define when they will complete
them.

For more difficult conflicts or situations involving many people, consider sit-
ting everyone down in a circle to talk things through—allowing one person to
speak at a time while others listen calmly and respectfully until it's their turn.

Contact Information

The Lansing Restorative Justice
Program is part of the Resolution
Services Center of Central Michi-
gan, and is funded by grants from
Capital Area United Way, Ingham
Co. Juvenile Justice Millage, the
Lansing School District, W. K.
Kellogg Foundation, and Capital
Region Community Foundation.

Restorative Justice

Program:

5815 Wise Road
Lansing, MI 48911
Phone: (517) 755-2814
Fax: (517) 755-2809

Resolution Services
(enter of

(entral Michigan:
229N. Pine St.
Lansing, MI 48933
Phone: (517) 485-2274
Fax: (517) 485-1183

Email: drcem@tds.net Email:

centralmichiganrj@gmail.com

https /Avww.edline.net/pages/Lansing_SD/Departments/Student_Services/Restorative_Justice_Program
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Restorative Jusiice

Artwork by Marisol, a student at VOLUME |, ISSUE 6 A UST 2008
Hope Middle School.

New and [mproved!

R] QUOTE The Restorative Justice team has been working hard this summer defining and
developing our mission. We are proud to announce the following updates.

OF THE
MONTH: We have a nhame!
Because of a need to better identify our program, we have named ourselves
Central Michigan Restorative Justice Initiative, or CMRJI.
il We have a new e-mail address!

You can now reach us at CentralMichiganR|@gmail.com. We can still receive
messages to our old address, but we want this new one to be used for further

Justice] was communication.

[Restorative

2iagndiva) ‘We're on YouTube!

to just talk Our Arts Initiative over the last school year created a large base of student art-
work. We are now featuring the art on YouTube as a video. Go to You-

about the Tube.com, search for CentralMichiganR|, click on our video titled “Restorative
conflict in- Justice Arts Initiative” and take a look at all of the wonderful R] art!

stead of us- We're blogging!

ing violence Yes, that's right. The CMRJI has joined the world of blogging. We wanted to
o stay current and keep you updated about what we are doing in the school dis-
to solve it. tricts and beyond. The blog will be used for us to share information about our

program with others and share our excitement about Restorative Justice, and to
receive feedback through comments. We hope that it will effectively help us
reach a more broad audience. Visit us at http://cmrji.blogspot.com/ to check out
what we're up to and give us some feedback.

-10th grade
student from Coming Soon:
Sexton High We are also beginning to develop a new, easy-to-access website. Through this

new website, we will provide access to Restorative Justice resources, news, re-
School ports, quotes, statistics, newsletters, and more. The website will also be linked
to our new blog, and to our YouTube video(s). We expect it to be very user-
friendly and organized effectively keeping R] information at your fingertips!




