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Artwork by Dana Gibbors,
Wainwright Sth grader

Restorative Justice Is...

R3J
QUOTE Restorative Justice [R]] is an approach to school discipline that works because it engages all the
OF THE parties affected by misconduct. It empowers the victim and community to identify the harm and
MONTH: define what must be done to repair it. It empowers the offender to take the necessary steps to heal
the harm. Restorative Justice gives students the skills to resolve future conflicts peacefully, foster-
Mt [Restor- ing safer schools and communities.
ative
Justice] Since the program’s pilot in January 2005, growth and success have been incredible, as our
2 haO\ull\;etdoT e data from February 10, 2005 to December 31, 2007 demonstrates:
new ways i :
s o The Restorative Justice Program has resolved 627 of 652 attempted cases
resolve o [t has engaged 1,188 students and staif persons in R] interventions for a total of
conflicts 1,843 incidents of participation
between o R has saved students a total of 3,497 suspension days
me and o Because of Restorative Justice, the Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office decided not to
ot h_e rs;j. M i pursue criminal charges against 12 youths who were able to use R] to resolve their
g;ttltt:r inlj conflicts and heal the harm they had caused their victims.
1find it o In 2006-2007 long-term surveys, administered a month or more after the R interven-
easier to tion, hoast equally impressive data. Among other questions, participants were asked
get along i they kept their agreements, and 96% agreed that they had. Asked if they had
with people learned new skills to resolve conflicts, 90% agreed.
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In May 2007, the
Restorative Justice
Program was
awarded an Educa-
tion Excellence
Award from the

Michigan Associa-
tion of School

Boards. This
award recognizes
school districts that
demonstrate a com-
mitment to excel-
lence in education
by implementing
innovative program
aimed at improving
student achieve-
ment.
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What People are Saying About Us:

DEAN MANIKAS,
PRINCIPAL OF HOPE
MIDDLE ScHOOL, HOLT:

“A focus of our school im-
provement strategy calls for
the creation of a culture of
belongingness and connection.
We build upon the hope we
hold for each child and teach
respect, responsibility, and
empathy as characteristics of
empowerment. The practice
of restorative justice enhances
what we, as a school commu-

Updates:

“ARTS FOR RJ”

The Restorative Justice Program is excited
to announce its “Arts for RJ” initiative.
The initiative will invite students who have
gone through the restorative justice proc-
ess to develop art work that centers on RJ
as a theme. Work is being collected from
all grades, and displays are being planned in
the schools to showecase student work.

nity, have identified as the path
to better serve our students.
Specifically, an adult is able to
teach students how to resolve
disputes using respectful be-
haviors, empathetic listening,
accepting responsibility for
one’s actions, and being em-
powered to solve the problem
in a positive, constructive man-
ner rather than simply being
the recipient of punitive meas-
ures.

.| have witnessed young
people practicing more socially

constructive responses to
conflict. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, our school climate
benefits from the positive
resolution of disputes, the
shared understanding of varied
perspectives, which promotes
a better connection amongst
the students. | wholeheartedly
endorse the continuation of
the Restorative Justice Pro-
gram within Ingham County
and at Hope School.”

IN THE SCHOOLS

The RJ program has expanded exponen-
tially in the past year. This fall, practitio-
ners were placed at five new schools: Sarah
Gruenewald at MacDonald Middle in East
Lansing and Hope in Holt, Linda Redding at
Rich and Otto Middle Schools in Lansing,
and Sarah Fuhrman at Everett and Eastern
High Schools in Lansing Greg Lawton con-

tinues to serve at Pattengill Middle School

in Lansing.

Contact Information

The Lansing Restorative Justice
Program is part of the Dispute
Resolution Center of Central
Michigan, and is funded by
grants from Capital Area
United Way. Ingham Co. Juve-
nile Justice Millage, the Lansing
School District, and Capital
Region Community Founda-
tion.

Dispute Resolution Center
of Central Michigan:

229 N. Pine St.

Lansing, MI 48933

Phone: (517) 485-2274
Fax: (517) 485-1183
Email: drcem@tds.net

Restorative justice
Program:

519 W, Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48933
Phone: (517) 755-2814

Fax: (517) 755-2809
Email: lansingrjcen-
ter@aol.com




