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Artwork by Bailey, a stu-
dent at MacDonald
Middle School.

Elementary Initiative

The Central Michigan Restorative Justice Initiative (CMR]I) has received a
R) QUOTE $25,000 grant from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation to implement Restorative Prac-
OF THE tices in five elementary schools. These schools include Pleasant View Magnet
School for the visual arts, Woodcreek Magnet School, Wexford Community
MONTH: School, Wainwright Leadership Academy and Reo Elementary. Sarah Grue-
newald, Restorative Justice Practitioner, is heading up the initiative this fall with
Nancy Schertzing, Restorative Justice Coordinator. We interviewed Sarah to
“I like this gain further insight into the initiative and her plans for the elementary schools.
PO [ CMRJI: What is the elementary initiative?
cause in- Sarah: The elementary initiative is a new pilot program for CMR]I. While Re-

Steadlor storative Justice (R]) has been used at the high school and middle school level,
this is the first year Restorative Practices (RP) will be used in elementary schools
getting sus- around Lansing. In the elementary schools, RP will be used as a proactive com-
pended you munity building tool along with R as a discipline tool when necessary.
talk it out CMRJI: How are students and parents involved in this initiative?
and come Sarah: Students are involved through their participation in monthly assemblies,

peer teaching, an after-school program, community building activities, and com-
munity circles that will be facilitated in their classrooms. Parents will be involved
senses.” in R] conferences and the monthly Parent Meetings where R related materials
will be available, as well as other valuable information (such as literacy). Parents
are welcome to volunteer within the program, too.

back to your

- 9th grade
CMRJI: How does the elementary initiative include the community

outside of the schools?
from Sexton Sarah: One of the goals of the Elementary Initiative is to reach the entire school
. community. We will do this by integrating Restorative Justice principles into the
High School academic curriculum, providing an after-school program and monthly parent
meetings, and by cooperating with local community organizations. We also hope
to have Family Breakfasts. The CMRJl program is keeping in touch with the out-
side community through the new website, blogging, and Facebook. Volunteers
are an important part of our organization, and we hope to involve a diverse
group of committed individuals through volunteerism, too.

student
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Elementary Initiative Continued...

1
Have you |
read any CMRJI: What is included in the curriculum you’ve prepared? 1
good books Sarah: Within the curriculum there are monthly themes, assembly plans, class- 1
]ate]y? room circle discussions, individual reflection pieces, goal-setting, school-wide chal- |
lenges, lesson plans integrating national academic standards and benchmarks, peer |
The CMRJ| has a teaching and cooperative learning opportunities---in addition to community circle
library of excellent starters and community building activities. |
Restorative Justice |
resources that we CMRJI: What can students expect from this initiative?
would like to share Sarah: Students can expect to learn about themselves and others, build healthy 1
with you. We highly and meaningful relationships with their peers, and learn specific steps to resolve I
recommend the conflicts constructively. 1
following books for |
the information you CMRJI: Finally, what is the main goal of the initiative? 1
may be seeking Sarah: The main goal of this initiative is to create safer, more productive and 1
regarding Restorative peaceable schools by providing all students with the same opportunities and tools 1
Justice, the circle to learn how to resolve conflicts peacefully, and understand themselves and others |
process, and \in the context of their community. 2
restorative discipline. S — -
They are available at
YW GeodBis com Find us on the web!
The Little Book of ‘We’ve been blogging to keep you informed about the Central Michigan Re-

Restorative Justice storative Justice Initiative. Please visit http://cmrji.blogspot. com to
by Howard Zehr.

check out our frequent updates.
‘We have the Arts Initiative video on YouTube. Justsearch for
“CentralMichiganR J” at www.youtube.com.

The Little Book of

Restorative ; )
Discipline for Also, the CMRJT is now on facebook. Ifyou or your student is facebook-
Liscipline tor
Schools by savvy, be our friend! Our name is Mid-Michigan Restorative Justice. We also
Lorraine Stutzman have a group called Central Michigan Restorative Justice Initiative, where we
Amstutz and Judy will post further information. Feel free to join!
H. Mullett.
el (onlact Information
Conflict
AECLN LU/ The Lansing Restorative Justice Resolution Services  (entral Michigan Restora-
John Paullederach. Program is part of the Resolution Center of tive Justice Initiative:
Services Center of Central Michi- e 3815 Wise Road
PN I  can, and is funded by grants from Central Michigan:

. ) ) Lansing, MI 48911
Capital Area United Way, Ingham 229 N. Pine St. Phone: (517) 755-2814

Co. Juvenile Justice Millage, the Lansing, b1 48045 ; ’
) Justiee Milage Phone: (517) 485-2274 Eaii(514)955:2800,
Lansing School District, W. K. )
- ) Fax: (517) 485-1183 Email:
Kellogg Foundation, and Capital 2 ol )
g 3 - Email: dreem@tds.net centralmichiganrj@gmail.com
Region Community Foundation.

Circle Processes
by Kay Pranis.

https /Avww.edline.net/pages/Lansing_SD/Departments/Student_Services/Restorative_Justice_Program
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