Is the IB Diploma Programme for me?

Eastern High School ~ International Baccalaureate Programme
· Am I currently taking honors classes?  

· Am I earning A’s or B’s in my classes?

· Have I thought about my future goals, meaning “life after high school” and does this include the possibility of attending a highly selective college or university or qualifying for some academic scholarships?

· Do I enjoy learning and working with others who share this enjoyment?

· Am I a person who is organized and able to complete assignments on time?

· Am I interested in earning advanced college standing for work done while I am in high school?

Benefits of the IB Diploma Programme

What does it mean when completed?

Upon completion of the IB diploma, the student has had a rigorous pre-university education, which is accepted as an entrance qualification for higher education in over sixty countries around the world.

Universities are eager to attract IB diploma students because:

· They are recognized as being prepared to accept educational challenges.
· They have self-confidence with university level material.

· They have developed capacity for independent research and study.

· They have cultivated sound thinking and communication skills.

· They have engaged in extracurricular activities alongside academic studies.

· They have thought in global terms and have a cultural sensitivity and international orientation.

A Sample University Acceptance of IB
The number of college credits earned varies by college and test score.  To find out if a college or university that you are interested in attending accepts the IB diploma or certificates check their website or the IB website, www.ibo.org. 
	Michigan College/University
	Course
	Minimum test score (out of 7) for college credit

	University of Michigan
	English A1 HL
	5

	
	Biology HL
	4

	
	History of the Americas HL
	5

	
	Art HL
	5

	
	Music
	5

	Michigan State University 
	Any HL
	5

	Grand Valley State University
	Any HL 
	4

	Eastern Michigan University 
	Any HL
	4

	Alma College
	Any HL

Full Diploma earns 32 Credits!
	5


What is the difference between an IB Certificate and the IB Diploma?

IB Certificate – A student may choose to take one or more IB courses during their junior or senior year.  This student is required to take the IB examination to earn the certificate.  If a student earns a passing score of 3 out of 7 they receive their IB course certificate.
IB Diploma – A student may choose to work towards a full IB Diploma.  This means that the student takes a majority of IB classes during their junior and senior year.  Each student must have 3 Higher Level (HL) courses and 3 Standard Level (SL).  Along with their courses students also complete the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course, an Extended Essay
Higher Level subjects require intensive, in-depth study over two years.  These generally reflect a student’s areas of interest and academic strength.  Standard Level subjects are less demanding, but are still on par introductory level college courses.  SL courses require one full year of study.

Both levels of study lead to exams, which students must pass to receive their diploma.  In addition to the exams, students are evaluated on a portion of their regular course work (for example, lab books, essays, portfolios, projects, etc.) completed in each class.  These internal assessments are externally moderated by an IB examiner.

Diploma Programme students also take part in:
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

The TOK course is an interdisciplinary program designed to review and challenge knowledge.  It involves the study of language, logic, ethics, knowledge, and truth.  The course examines the methods used to obtain knowledge in various subject areas.  TOK looks at the trustworthiness of language as a means of communicating ideas and the reliability of perception as a means of observing the world.  Dishonest and unreasonable arguments are distinguished from valid forms of argument.  TOK also considers the basis on which moral, political, and aesthetic judgments are made.  This is a 2 semester course taken in the spring of your junior year and finishing in the fall of your senior year.  TOK is a discussion based course with an external assessment of an essay.
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)

In order to reinforce the IB philosophy that there is more to education than what occurs in the classroom, students will also participate in the CAS program of co-curricular activities consisting of 150 hours over two years.  The student will be engaged in a combination of creative, aesthetic, athletic, and community service activities.

CAS aims to challenge and extend the student by developing a sense of discovery and self-reliance, and encouraging development of individual skills and interests.  Students must engage in activities that provide a good balance of creativity, action, and service.

Extended Essay (EE)

The Extended Essay, which introduces the student to personal research, will be based on a topic of the student’s choice, chosen from one of the six subject areas.  The Extended Essay is written outside of the classroom on a stduent’s own time.  Students begin the Extended Essay process in the fall of their junior year and submit their essays in the winter of their senior year.  Each student proactively obtains a faculty mentor to advise and guide him/her during the year spent researching and writing.  This is excellent preparation for similar tasks given to students in university/college.

