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Writing Rubric Support Resources for Teachers 
Many teachers have asked for a “crash course” in writing mechanics because of the 
criteria in the Strategic Thinking and Reasoning Writing Rubrics.  There are many 
resources included in this document for teachers to use as a need presents itself. 
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What is Academic Vocabulary? 
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) define academic vocabulary words as the 
words that are traditionally used in academic dialogue and text. Specifically, it refers to 
words that are not necessarily common or that children would encounter in 
conversation. These words often relate to other more familiar words that students use. 
For example, rather than watch, observe. They are also words that help students 
understand oral directions and classroom instructional dialog. They also help students 
to comprehend text across different content areas- including math, science, and social 
studies/history. 
 
This may also look like students using specific vocabulary from your content area.   
 

Links to Additional Resources 
 Mechanics of Writing 

o http://catalogue.pearsoned.co.uk/samplechapter/0131428993.pdf 

 Topics, Main Ideas, and Topic Sentences (sample exercises) 
o http://www.pearsonhighered.com/showcase/inconcert/assets/pdf/McWhort

er_0321850378_C05.pdf 

 Managing the Punctuation Jungle 
o http://www.yourdictionary.com/index.php/pdf/articles/54.punctuationjungle.

pdf 

 501 Grammar & Writing Questions (source for most info in this document) 
o http://www.misd.net/languageart/GrammarInAction/501GrammarandWritin

g3e.pdf 

 Resources for Academic Vocabulary 
o http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/acvocabulary2.pdf 
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