Media Lesson Plan Ideas

2nd/3rd and 4th/5th Grades

Developed during Professional Development Days in 2007/08

(Nov., Dec., Jan., April, May)

Possible December theme is Polar Express, make tickets and hole punch for good behavior.  Show part of the movie as a last week treat.

November 12th


2nd/3rd 



4th/5th 

	November 12th 
	2nd/3rd Grade

Thanksgiving Story - Setting
	4th/5th 

Find information about Colonial America.  Pass out books and Encyclopedias, have children write down 1 or 2 things.  Collect cards and put in order.  Could possibly use biographies.

	November 19
	Read Squanto’s Journey by Brucha—read just part.  Learn about N.E. states & Indians, use map to locate the setting. May use part of video Squanto’s Journey
	Read book Coming to America by Bunting.  Do timeline, photocopy pictures from the book.

**Paddle to the Sea by Holling show video (27 minutes) Possibly compare it to Hiawatha –not enough time in 1 lesson.

	November 26
	Legend of Sleeping Bear and other in series by Sleeping Bear Press.  Discuss what a legend is.
	Edmund Fitzgerald:  Song of the Bell by Kathy-Jo Wargin.  Download audio and play song.  The boat sank November 10th.  

	December 3
	Grades 2-5 Various holiday celebrations.  Author’s purpose, topic, main idea and details.  One fiction and One non-fiction
	See 2nd/3rd 

	December 10
	Continue with holiday celebrations
	Brainstorm key word ideas for holidays.  Using OPAC locate holiday books, fiction and non-fiction.  Christmas, Kwanzaa, crafts, cooking, Christmas trees, decorations.

	December 17
	Continue with holiday celebrations.
	Movie – tie in to library books (Polar Express concept here perhaps.)

	January 7
	Water Cycle –Snow.  Compare fiction and non-fiction books.
	Demonstrate searching MEL to look for information about circuits, matter & energy.

	January 14
	Biographies of MLK.  Do Timelines
	Biographies.  Work in groups of 2, find several facts.  All children will do the same person.  Go to the public library for additional books.  Do Ben Franklin, his birthday is January 17, 1706.

	January 21
	Award winning books.  Use Follett posters to show past winners.  Enlarge copies of Caldecott & Newberry Medals and have the children color and cut them out.  
	Award winning books.  Use Follett posters to show past winners.  Could use old book fair video of Chirstopher Paul Curtis and read part of The Watson’s Go to Birmingham.  The story takes place in Flint, Michigan.  Read up to where boy’s tongue gets tuck on frozen mirror.  

	April 14
	Discuss poetry patterns and rhymes.  Audio or video tape students reading poetry.  Have the student write a poem and collect them to keep for library.  Jack Prelutsky CD Living Book another great resource.
	Analyze written themes across text.  Fiction and non-fiction and poetry.

	April 21
	Compare theme across genre.  Use theme of courage and compare poetry to fiction or non-fiction.  Example:  Harriett Tubman “Pass it On” poem and Minty, fiction/biography.  
	Social Studies, describe the role of good citizen society.  Test their good citizen behavior.  Talk about how a library is a community and compare the actions of a good citizen in a community to a good library citizen.  

	April 28
	Theme of science.  Animals read fiction and non-fiction.  Compare and contrast using graphic organizer such as Venn diagram to show differences/similarities.
	Advertising how they can sway you http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit.  How to be a good consumer.

	May 5
	Using a KWL chart what do we want to know about Plants and who eats them?  Kids would come up with a question then need to think about where do we find the information?  Could copy table of contents from two different books.  Then choose which is best.  (ex. Sound vs. Plants)
	Using mel.org database - KidsInfoBits Search the for plants and animals.  Talk about the accuracy and relevancy.  How reliable is the information?  How do you know it’s reliable?  Need to explain that information found from MEL databases are from authoritative sources and reliable.  Not always the case when a simple “google” search is done.  Could talk about .edu and .org vs. .com sites.

	May 12

** This 2nd/3rd grade lesson might be good at the beginning of the year.
	Laws, manner and rules.  Rules of Media Center.   Discuss how you feel when you’re left out.  What happened to Marion’s Book? by Brook Berg.  And/or Beverly Billingsly Borrows a Book by Alexander Stadler
	Electricity and Current.  Use a KWL chart and figure out some appropriate keywords.  Use these to evaluate web sources and./or OPAC and find information.  (information literacy skills)

	May 19
	Social Studies.  Use atlases and computers to find information.  Use a Michigan map and chart where the books have come from.  Michigan Chillers/ American Chillers
	Readers Theater encourage participation by class.  Could find in Library Sparks magazine, or could search for some online that would fit a topic, time of year or other connection.

	May 26
	
	Library Bill of Rights print out a copy of the actual Bill of Rights--then show library Bill of Rights and talk about them.  How are they the same?  Another idea is to make a big head and a little body and then a little head and a big body.  Talks about being a scholar vs.  athlete—we can be both!
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