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Post Oak Academy-An IB World School 
Parental Involvement Policy

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS

Post Oak Academy agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:  

· Post Oak Academy will put into operation programs, activities and procedures for the involvement of parents in with Title I, Part A programs, consistent with section 1118 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Those programs, activities and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.  

· Consistent with section 1118, Post Oak Academy will work to ensure that the required school-level parental involvement policies meet the requirements of section 1118(b) of the ESEA, and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with section 1118(d) of the ESEA.

· Post Oak Academy will incorporate this school parental involvement policy into its school improvement plan developed under section 1112 of the ESEA.  

· In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental involvement requirements, to the extent practicable, Post Oak Academy will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.

· If the school improvement plan for Title I, Part A, developed under section 1112 of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, Post Oak Academy will submit any parent comments with the plan when the school submits the plan to the State Department of Education. 

· Post Oak Academy will involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parental involvement is spent.  

· Post Oak Academy will be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement and will carry out programs, activities and procedures in accordance with this definition:

Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring—

(A)
that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

(B)
that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;

(C)
that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child;

(D)
the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA.
Post Oak Academy - PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS 

1.
Post Oak Academy will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its parental involvement plan under section 1112 of the ESEA:  

· Post dates for scheduled meetings to address the parent involvement policy on our Post Oak website and in bi-weekly newsletters to parents/guardians

· Discuss and develop a draft plan at School Improvement and/or PTA meetings between  June and September of each year

· Post the draft plan on our Post Oak website from September through October for parent/guardian review and input

· Confirm the final parental involvement plan at the October PTA meeting

· Vote to approve the final Parent Involvement Policy at the October PTA meeting

2.
Post Oak Academy will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the ESEA:  

· Post dates for scheduled School Improvement meetings which include staff and parents on our Post Oak Website and in bi-weekly newsletters to parents/guardians

· Solicit input from parents/guardians through written, verbal or electronic formats

3. 
Post Oak Academy will provide the following necessary coordination, technical assistance, and other support in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance.  

· School staff will help to coordinate parent activities with parental input

· Back-to-School Potluck, International Baccalaureate Insights  Night, Chinese New Year celebration, Exploration Day, Parent Education Nights, Guest Reader Day, Fall Carnival ‘Spooktakular’, Career Week, Art/Music events, and Cultural events

· PTA members, parents, school staff and community members will provide support for the above listed activities

· Dates for activities will be sent home on a yearly calendar, posted via our Post Oak website, PTA facebook page and in bi-weekly newsletters to parents.
4.
Post Oak Academy will coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies under the following other programs by:  

· Offering a State funded Pre-School program (two classes) at Post Oak Academy- IB Chinese Immersion
· Coordinating visits and information sharing between area pre-school programs and Post Oak Academy in the spring to assist parents and children in making the transition from pre-school to elementary school

· Having kindergarten teachers meet individually with new students and their families each fall to help support students as they transition to kindergarten

5.
Post Oak Academy will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parental involvement policy in improving the quality of its Title I school.  The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background). Post Oak Academy will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental involvement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary (and with the involvement of parents) its parental involvement policies.

· Post Oak staff, jointly with our PTA, will develop a survey to solicit input from parents regarding programs, services and activities available at Post Oak Academy.

· Parents will be surveyed by Post Oak Academy during spring conferences each year to solicit recommendations for programs for the upcoming school year.

· Opportunities will be made available to parents to provide input via voicemail, email or through hard copy.

· The Post Oak School Improvement Team and PTA will compile the results of the survey and make adjustments to the plan accordingly.

6. Post Oak Academy will build the school’s and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, through the following activities specifically described below:  

A. Post Oak Academy will, with the assistance of its Title I, Part A funds, provide assistance to parents of children served by the school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following:

· the State’s academic content standards,

· the State’s student academic achievement standards,

· the State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments,

· the requirements of Part A,

· how to monitor their child’s progress, and

· how to work with educators  
by undertaking the actions described below:

· Providing workshops for parents on curriculum, specifically focused on activities to do at home to support their child’s learning
· Providing written literature monthly in conjunction with the school  newsletter, and via our website, on how to help their child to succeed

· Providing access to information, via websites, where parents can research State of Michigan CCSS, MEAP/MEAP Access/MI Access information and other curriculum focused documents

B. Post Oak Academy will provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement, such as literacy training, and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement, by:

· Providing students and parents access to the following Internet based student study tools both at school and at home:

· Encyclopedia Britannica Online School Edition, Tumble Books and other free web based tools
· Providing access to information, via website and our bi-weekly newsletter, where parents can work with their students on academic, social/emotional and physical skills

· Working with Federal and State funding sources to institute both after school and summer learning programs

· Making available face to face Parent-Teacher conferences twice a year to directly inform parents of their students’ progress and to offer assistance to parents as needed

· Be available to meet with parents at any time throughout the school year to collaborate and support their child’s academic success
C.  Post Oak Academy will, with the assistance of its parents, educate its teachers, pupil services personnel, principal, and other staff, in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and the school, by:  

· Having Post Oak Academy staff participate in monthly PTA Board Meetings as well as PTA sponsored parent/student activities

· Having Post Oak Academy staff work with parents to support students in attending extended day or overnight educational field trips (i.e. Ebersole, China, Michigan Historical Museum, Hoffmaster State Park, Henry Ford Museum, Impressions 5 Science Center, Big History lesson, Big Science lesson, Zibiwiig Heritage center, Detroit Museum of Art, Detroit Science Center, and more)

D. Post Oak Academy will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, public preschool as well as other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children, by: 

· Providing a centralized Parent Resource Center through the Lansing School District which will be available to all parents; information regarding hours of operation are available through the schools and on the website

· Inviting and encouraging our parents to be a part of the monthly Parent and Community Advisory Council with scheduled meeting times posted on our website and sent home in bi-monthly newsletters

· Organizing a Parent Back-to-School Potluck/Open House each fall

· Inviting the Lansing School District Parent Coordinator to attend all PTA and parent activity nights

E.   Post Oak Academy will take the following actions to ensure that information related to the school and parent-programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practical, in a language that parents can understand.  

· Post Oak will provide a Parent/Student Handbook to families each fall, online or hard copy upon request.

· Post Oak will present a Title I informational meeting for all families.

· Post Oak will provide an annual report which addresses our school’s report card status for all families. It is available on our website and hard copies are available on request.
· Post Oak will provide a Parent/Student/Teacher Compact to all families in our opening packet of information.

· Post Oak will regularly update the school website with pertinent dates, times and activities available.

· Post Oak will provide bi-weekly newsletters to families, coordinated by the principal and IB coordinator, including information on PTA and other upcoming activities.

· Post Oak will utilize the Parentlink system to announce parent activities to those with current and working phone numbers and/or email addresses.

· Post Oak will provide the above listed information in alternative languages as requested.

· Translators will be provided for conferences, IEP’s and phone calls to parents as needed for clarity of information.

DISCRETIONARY SCHOOL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS

The Parental Involvement Policy may include additional paragraphs listing and describing other discretionary activities that the school, in consultation with its parents, chooses to undertake to build parents’ capacity for involvement in the school to support their children’s academic achievement, such as the following discretionary activities listed under section 1118(e) of the ESEA:

· Individual visits with all pre-school and kindergarten families will be attempted during the first weeks of each school year in an effort to make connections with parents and to encourage their involvement with their child’s schooling.
· Other home visits may be made as needed based on individual students and families (i.e. long-term illnesses, lack of transportation, ongoing behavior or academic concerns, etc.)
· Transportation will be offered to families for conferences and other pertinent meetings.
ADOPTION
This Post Oak Academy Parental Involvement Policy has been developed jointly with, and agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs.  

This policy was adopted by Post Oak Academy on 10/03/13 and will be in effect for the period of school year 2013-2014. Post Oak Academy will post this policy to our website or provide hard copies to parents of participating Title I, Part A children per request on or before October 11, 2013.

_______________________________
__            Camela S. Diaz                     
_______________

(Signature of Authorized Official)


(Print Name)



   (Date)
_______________________________

Ann Jones

       
      



(Signature of SIT Co-Chairperson)


(Print Name)



   (Date)
_______________________________
________   

      _______________

(Signature of SIT Co-Chairperson)


(Print Name)


   
   (Date)
_______________________________
           Abby Leinbach,  President __

      _______________

(Signature of Parent)




(Print Name)



   (Date)
_______________________________
___Ashley Aboona, President Elect___ 
_______________
(Signature of Parent)




(Print Name)



   (Date)
_______________________________
_Katy Stevenson, VP of Outreach ___ 
_______________

(Signature of Parent)




(Print Name)



   (Date)

_______________________________
_open, VP of Student Involvement_ 
_______________

(Signature of Parent)




(Print Name)



   (Date)

_______________________________
_____Carol Clark, Secretary          ___
_______________

(Signature of Parent)




(Print Name)



   (Date)
_______________________________
_____Jenn Kauffman, Treasurer   ___
_______________

(Signature of Parent)




(Print Name)



   (Date)

_______________________________
_________                                 ____
_______________

(Signature of Parent)




(Print Name)



   (Date)
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